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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Board of Selectmen 
Meeting Minutes of September 5, 2017 

138 Main Street, Town Hall 
  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all Board 
members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday, September 5, 2017 at 6:15 pm in the Selectmen 
Chambers.    
   
Welcome & Call to Order  
With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the Board of Selectmen meeting to order at 6:31 pm  
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; Catherine Harrison, Vice Chair; John Clemenzi, Clerk  
Also Present:  Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
  
Public Information:  
September 5, 2017 Meeting Packet  
This meeting was recorded with permission by HWCAM.   
 
Public Input 
 
The Chairman stated that agenda item E. Proposed Hiring Process for New Fire Chief would be postponed to further review options 
to the town on the retirement of the Fire Chief in June 2018; this would be on a future agenda. 
The chair opened the meeting for public comments 
 
Fire Lieutenant Gary Blaney read a letter endorsing Deputy Chief Stephen Kavanagh as Fire Chief upon the retirement of Chief 
Blanchard in 2018.  He stated that the letter was signed by 90-100% of the firefighters. Copies of the letter were provided to the 
Selectmen.  The Selectmen thanked the firefighters for the letter and acknowledged the Deputy Chief’s 30 years of experience and 
expressed their appreciation.  Mr. Wilhelm noted that the internal process is still under review. 
 
Recognition of Jim Howard  
Ms. Harrison invited Jim Howard to the podium and went on to read, in part, his resignation letter from the Historic District 
Commission after serving for more than 20 years. 
Mr. Howard recalled events during the time of his service on the Historic District Commission and spoke fondly of his memories and 
those he served with on the Commission. 
Dana Bagnell was present and will succeed Jim Howard as Chair of the Historic District Commission. 
 
Announcements 

• Board Committee Vacancies were read by the Chair; this information is posted on the town web site. 
• 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at Wenham Fire Department, Monday September 11, 2017 at 9:45 am 
• Second Annual Citizens Leadership Academy Jacki Bresnahan, Permitting Coordinator/Special Projects Assistant was present 

and spoke in more detail about the Citizen Leadership Academy saying it would be held on Wednesdays starting on September 
27 regarding town government; there are still openings.   

• 375th Anniversary Upcoming Events:   T-Shirt Design Contest & Community Service Day 
Trudy Reid, Chair of the 375th, was present and announced the T-shirt design contest- the winner to be announced by the 
BOS in October.  The committee continues to meet on Mondays. 

• The Wenham & Hamilton Board of Health are sponsoring Flu Clinics on October 4 & November 1 at the Hamilton COA 
and November 8 at the Buker School in Wenham.  

Reports 
Town Administrator  
Personnel - The Town recently hired Jim Politano as our new Facilities Manager.  Jim has worked in similar positions in municipal 
facilities maintenance in Saugus and Melrose, and looks to be an exceptional fit for this position given his extensive background and  
enthusiasm for this new challenge.  Out of a very strong group of candidates for this position, Jim was the unanimous selection of the 
entire interview panel.  He is set to start work here on Monday September 11. 
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The posting for the COA Outreach Coordinator position has been extended to Friday September 15, while we conduct additional 
outreach.  More information on this part-time position is listed on the Town website.   
Regional Water Planning Grant - Last September, the Town submitted an application for grant funding through MassDEP’s 
Sustainable Water Management Initiative in conjunction with the Massachusetts Water Works Association and several other area 
communities, including Danvers, Middleton, Topsfield, Hamilton, and the Lynnfield Water District.  In January 2017, the project was 
awarded $103,940 in funding to collect and share data and explore potential regional solutions to address our collective water resource 
constraints.  The resulting report was released earlier this summer.   
Along with our partner communities in the basin, we plan to submit a follow-up grant application to MassDEP through this same 
program next week.  The proposed scope of work for this next phase is aimed at more quantitatively evaluating the feasibility of 
various regional sourcing alternatives in order to systematically assess our current challenges and identify some potential long-term 
solutions that don’t solely rely on enhanced conservation practices.   
Storm-watch - With Irma churning in the southern Atlantic Ocean as a category 5 hurricane, Mr. Wilhelm requested the town begin 
prepare to make emergency decisions. 
The water ban is still in effect.  The BOS asked that the Water Commissioner be proactive during the day by monitoring/ticketing 
violations.  
 
New Business 
One Day Liquor Licenses  
• Wenham Museum Golf Tournament, K. Feldman 
• Wenham Country Club, 94 Main Street, September 22, 2017 
 Application  
 Event Flyer 
 Certificate of Liability Insurance 
 TIPS Certificate 
 Fee 
 Email Approval Police, Fire, Permitting 

Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved, and it was seconded, to approve a One-Day (All Alcoholic Beverages) Liquor License for Kathleen Feldman with the Wenham 
Museum for their annual Golf Tournament at the Wenham Country Club, 94 Main Street from 11:00am – 4:00pm on Friday, September 22, 2017.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
National Grid Petition to Proceed on William Fairfield Drive 
 National Grid Petition to Proceed 
 Sketches of the location was provided to the Board 

Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to approve National Grid’s request to proceed with replacement of the primary underground distribution cable 
on William Fairfield Drive between transformer #4 and transformer #5.   
Under discussion: Chris Wellington, Program Manager was present for National Grid and spoke to the petition to proceed to 
maintain/ replace the underground cables.  Once this cable is replaced, it would be added to the program for injections to rejuvenate 
the insulation of the cables. 
The three driveways affected include 20, 22, 24 William Fairfield Drive. Those property owners have been notified that a trench would 
be dug in the public right way and across the identified driveways (from transformer 4 to transformer 5).  The driveway would be 
repaired from the trench to outside of the road.  
The Conservation Commission discussed this issue at their last meeting and found no issues with the work as proposed. 
Motion: The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion on HW Garden Club Proposed for a Community Flower Garden at Pingree Park 
 Email re Community Garden request from H. Kent, President HW Garden Club to P. Lombardi 8.28.17 
 HW Garden Club Community Garden Request Outline and Potential Grant Opportunities 

Heather Kent was present and spoke to the Garden Club’s desire to give back to the community by way of a self-sustaining garden 
space or tiny public garden at Pingree Park with an ongoing two, five and up to ten-year plan.  Grants are being sought to fund the 
space.  Any garden(s) would be maintained by the Club members.  It is envisioned to be an educational opportunity for e.g. Scouts and 
schools. 
It appears about 1/3 of an acre is available; a preliminary planting plan would be drafted for the right side of Pingree Field.  
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Ms. Kent mentioned that “sponsored benches” are being considered for this space, pending the decision of the Town. 
Mr. Lombardi added that an Agreement between the Garden Club and the Town of Wenham would be in place before work started. 
 
Old Business 
Cataldo Ambulance Contact  
 Proposed Ambulance Services Agreement Between the Town of Wenham and Cataldo Ambulance Service, Inc.  

Lyons Ambulance was recently sold to Cataldo Ambulance and will take over the contract for the Town of Wenham.  Cataldo will 
provide ALS response during the Town’s fire based ambulance pilot program. 
 
Dennis Cataldo was present and spoke about the smooth transition of providing the town with ambulance service saying Cataldo has 
been in business for 30 years and will maintain the same service / locations as Lyons Ambulance. 
Mr. Cataldo spoke specifically about the services provided and continuing as a strong backing to Wenham’s Pilot fire based ambulance 
service. 
Vote: Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded, to approve the proposed 3-year contact beginning sept 6 2017 - August 31, 2020with Cataldo Ambulance 
Service, Inc. for emergency medical services.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Potential Decision on Changes to Town Meetings Date & Quorum 
 Email re Annual Town Meeting (ATM) Median Age from D. Bucco, Town Clerk 8.25.17 
 Email re ATM from B. Wilson, Chair Hamilton BOS 8.24.17 
 Email re ATM Date from P. Lombardi to B. Wilson 8.3.17 
 HWRSD Joint Agreement Last Amended 2.13.14 
 HW Joint Library Agreement 12.21.1998 

Mr. Wilhelm noted that the BOS are considering changing the ATM from April back to May.  He stated the Town Administrator  
/BOS received input from Town Counsel KP Law just before the meeting, observing it was “messier than anticipated”. 
He went on to say that the BOS would have a thoughtful discussion on this matter at the next meeting. Mr. Lombardi was asked to 
provide more information. 
 
The BOS will meet next on September 19 
 
Adjournment 
The BOS unanimously adorned at 7:55 pm 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley 
10.3.17 
 


